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shows the former attitude of the Chinese to
female education : " Women indeed are human
beings, but they are of a lower state than men
and can never attain to full equality with them.
The aim of female education therefore is per-
fect submission, not culture and development."
Thus the Chinese were strongly opposed to
the education of their daughters because of
the low position of woman, and her supposed
mental inferiority, the bondage of the old social
system, with its early marriages, the subjection
of the young wife to the husband's family, and
the sense of Chinese propriety which confined
woman to the home if not to drudgery. In
1844 the first Christian school for girls was
established in Ningpo, and was rapidly followed
by other institutions. After the gradual
breaking down of prejudice and the growth
of popularity as the Chinese saw the almost
unbelievable improvement in their daughters,
and after mission schools had led the way and
educated the leaders in women's work for fifty
years, the wealthy merchants and officials began
to establish private schools of their own for
girls in Shanghai and elsewhere. In 1900 the
Empress Dowager, who took a keen interest in
the subject, issued an edict commending female
education, and public and private girls' schools
were soon established in almost every province.